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Letter to the Editor: Parcel B
- Meghan Sahli-Wells

On Tuesday, November 9th the city held a workshop on Parcel B (the empty lot across from Trader Joe's). I was disappointed for several 
reasons.

First, the debate was far too narrowly framed: the Council (at a previous meeting) and staff (at this meeting) insisted on maintaining the 
existing entitlements which call for a mixed-use property with retail and office space. The reason given for keeping these entitlements was 
not in order to save money, but in order to save time, as changing entitlements is a 2-3 year process. 

Given that the Culver Studios is planning on adding a significant amount of office space to their property, and that the Meralta Office 
Building a block away has had empty office space for lease for several years, I asked if there was any justification - other than maintaining the 
entitlements - for bringing office space into the heart of our city. I got no direct answer, and can only assume there is no valid justification. 

I understand that it is time to develop this property which will surely define our city since it is in such a key location. It has, after all, been an 
empty lot for some 30 years. However, why the narrow focus? A true community workshop should invite community members to express 
their hopes, ideas, and dreams for this piece of public property without the conditions of these existing entitlements, especially if they are not 
prepared to justify them beyond a technicality. 

Furthermore, the Advisory Committee on Redevelopment (ACOR) was presented with and discussed temporary uses for this property back in 
July. Many of the proposals were desirable for the city. With the temporary addition of an Art Fair or marketplace, I feel this entitlement time 
frame makes even less sense.   

More disturbingly, residents of Culver City were the minority at this meeting. Calling this a "community workshop," when developers and 
business owners outnumbered residents, is not what I would call honest.

A workshop needs genuine dialogue. A workshop needs more than one question/answer session. This was a one-time opportunity after which 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) will be written. Further public discussion of the property will be confined to the 3-minutes allotted us at City 
Council meetings. 

With the function of the space already defined, what did we few residents say?
- we want more public space
- we want more green space
- we question the need for office space
- we need more child-friendly amenities
- we want a cultural venue, such as a permanent home for the Jazz Bakery and an independent bookstore (can you believe Culver City has NO 
bookstore? - yikes!)
- we do not want the building to hide the historic Culver Studios or Culver Hotel - these are our monuments, it would be insane to hide them 
for offices
- we want architects to do a design competition, whereby the best project would be voted on by the public

In answer to the desire for green space, it was said that since there would surely be a parking lot underneath Parcel B that would extend all 
the way to the Plaza, there would not be a chance to create green space on Parcel B - no big shade trees, no substantial plantings. The reason 
given was that roots cannot develop on top of a built structure. To this, a developer noted that Media Park was nearby. I have to say that 
though I have enjoyed the Actors' Gang summer plays at Media Park as well as the recent Homegrown Culver City festival, it is not a place I 
would otherwise take my children. Too close to busy, polluted, noisy Venice Blvd., with no children's amenities, Media Park does not 
constitute an adequate green space in Downtown Culver City. 

Also, the format and time allotted for this meeting precluded discussion of Parcel B's place in regards to the upcoming Metro station.

The most disappointing aspect of this "workshop" is that it did not provide a forum for discussing VISION: a holistic view of the city, and the 
function of this Parcel in it. 


