
In this Issue :  

For more information about the Expo Line, visit our website at BuildExpo.org or call 213.922.EXPO

Spring 2011Keeping Our Community Informed

Page 6 - Phase 2 UpdatePage 3 - Construction Update  Page 4 - In the Community

Expo Line Train Testing Is Underway
Page 2

Expo E-News

www.buildexpo.org


Expo E-News
Keeping Our Community Informed / Spring 2011

Expo E-News / Spring 2011Page 2

Expo Line Train Testing is Underway 

Expo Board Delivers Safety Message: 
 
On Monday, April 18, Expo board members toured a 
nearly complete Expo/Western station during a light 
rail train test, reiterating safety precautions to be 
taken during testing in the months before the line 
opens. 

In anticipation of the opening of the Expo Line, for the 
past year Metro’s Rail Safety Education personnel 
have been conducting safety presentations to 
schools, libraries, recreation centers, senior centers 
and religious institutions along the project alignment 
to provide safety training.  

With testing underway, Metro Rail Safety Ambassa-
dors are now stationed at key locations along the 
alignment to help the public get accustomed to the 
light rail line.

“The goal is to keep everyone safe as trains are tested 
on the tracks and continue to be safe when it opens 
this fall,” said Rick Thorpe, CEO of the Exposition Con-
struction Authority.  

Train Testing Update: 

Expo Line train testing activities started on April 4 and will 
continue intermittently along the light rail alignment for 
several months, including testing of tra�c signals and 
crossing gates, vehicle braking systems and the catenary 
system that powers the trains. 

Testing schedules are dynamic and updated information 
will be provided periodically to inform the community.  For 
the latest on testing schedules, please visit BuildExpo.org.

                     Train Safety Tips 

•      Please obey all warning signs and traffic      

       signals when crossing the tracks

•      Always look both ways before crossing       

       the street

•      Never walk on railroad tracks

•      Watch for trains from both directions 

•      Use the crosswalks

•      Do not jaywalk across the tracks 

Expo board members preview light rail vehicle testing 

Train clearance testing at Expo/Vermont station 
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Segment A/Downtown Corridor:

Construction activities in the Downtown Corridor include the installation of light-
ing, landscaping and tra�c signals along Flower Street and Exposition Boulevard.  
Intersection reconstruction is underway and will be completed this summer, along 
with �nal striping and signage installation. 

Finish work continues on the 23rd Street, Je�erson/USC, Expo Park/USC and 
Vermont stations which includes the installation of map cases, lighting, ramp 
pavers and communications equipment.  

Daytime work will continue at the Western and Crenshaw stations to install station 
furnishings and communications equipment.  Construction of various elements of the 
Farmdale station, such as station foundations, walls and deck slabs, will be ongoing 
through the spring.

Installation of curb, gutters, sidewalks, fencing and safety equipment is currently taking 
place along the right-of-way (ROW). 

Street reconstruction and restoration work has been ongoing since August 2010 along 
the alignment and will be completed this spring.  
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Construction Update

Segment B/Mid-Corridor:
Installation of speakers at Je�erson/USC Station

Progress at the Expo/Crenshaw station

Segment C/West End:
Construction of the aerial stations at La Brea Avenue and La Cienega Boulevard will 
continue through the spring.  The La Cienega parking structure is underway and will be 
completed in the fall.

Construction in Culver City consists of installation of soundwalls, right-of-way fencing, 
and landscape irrigation, as well as street reconstruction and improvements at various 
cul-de-sacs along the ROW.  Construction of the Culver City aerial station and structure is 
on track for completion in January 2012. 

Installed track in Culver City

2011,  the �rst of many elements designed to help ensure the safety of motorists, pedes-
trians, cyclists and transit patrons.  The crossing gates are designed to alert pedestrians 
and motorists of approaching trains and prevent them from crossing the tracks until it is 
safe to do so.

Expo Line construction crews began installing 
pedestrian and vehicle crossing gates in February 

Installed crossing gate at 7th Avenue
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Safety Elements:
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Banners to be displayed along Crenshaw Boulevard   

In the Community
Local Artists Design Light Pole Banners for Expo Line:
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Expo and Metro’s art program sta� partnered with LA Commons to 
showcase the local Leimert Park creative community through a light pole 
banner project.

LA Commons, with partners Community Build, KAOS Network, and the 
Crenshaw High School Art Department, organized the project that 
engaged artists Dominique Moody, Noni Olabisi, Wendell Wiggins and 
Maria Elena Cruz and sixteen youth artists from Crenshaw High School 
and local community colleges. 

The designs were the culmination of a �ve-month process to collect 
stories and images from over 75 local residents and to translate these 
stories into vibrant light pole banner designs that will line Crenshaw 
Boulevard from Leimert Park to the new Expo/Crenshaw Station when 
the Expo Light Rail Line opens.  

Installation of Station Art Panels is Underway:

Installation of the art panels for the Expo Line stations is well underway.  Each 
station will feature original works of art that will help create a unique identity for 
the station, and enhance the passenger experience.  Over 200 submittals from 
artists were received and the artists were then selected through a peer review 
process with community and stakeholder input. 

A total of 176 panels are being created for permanent display above the gate-
ways leading into the station platforms and over the seating areas.  Every single 
artwork tile was crafted by hand by highly specialized artisans, and over a ton of 
cement board was used in the fabrication of the art panels.

For more information about the 
artists and to view samples of their 
work, visit Metro.net/art.

Photograph of completed art panel for the 
Expo/Vermont station

Installed art panel at the Expo Park/USC station
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Local Jobs Program Spotlight 
Since 2006,  the Expo Construction Authority has worked closely with the design-build contractor to maximize the number of 
Expo community residents working as a result of the transit project.  This e�ort also includes collaboration with employment 
agencies and community based organizations to provide job training, pre-apprenticeship opportunities and job referral 
services. 

The Authority set a 30% goal for the Phase 1 Local Jobs Program, which means that 30% of the construction work hours will be 
performed by those who live in zip codes along the Exposition corridor.   As of April 2011, over 29% of construction work hours 
have been performed by local residents, and the contractor is expected to meet, if not exceed, the Jobs Program goal by the 
time the project is complete.

In this edition of the Expo E-News, we are highlighting Keith Bolden, a Local Jobs Program success story, giving you a glimpse 
into the lives of the individuals that are working hard to complete the Expo Line project.

Photo of Kieth Bolden on the job   
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Keith Bolden, Operating Engineer

In April 2009, Keith Bolden was unemployed. His job as a 
glazer installing windows had come to an end after two years, 
and the father of three was looking for a job. 

“I had taken a test to join the union and my union rep gave me 
a call and told me he had a job I might be interested in,” 
Bolden recounts.

The job was a position made available through the Expo Jobs 
Program. Within weeks, Bolden was receiving on-site union 
job training with Expo Line project construction crews.

“It was a very simple process,” he said of getting the job. 

Bolden currently works as an Operating Engineer, running a loading machine to break up concrete, excavate dirt and 
prepare the ground for construction. He has worked on several of the project’s intersection reconstructions, prepared 
the ground for laying tracks in many areas along the alignment and prepared the site of the La Cienega parking struc-
ture. Through the Local Jobs Program and his union, Bolden is also working to obtain a certi�cation to become a 
journeyman -- with just 2,000 work hours remaining until he reaches his goal.

A lifelong resident of South Los Angeles, Bolden has also met many others from the area while working on the project. 
“The jobs program is very good for the community,” he said. “It has been a wonderful deal for all of us. It has made my 
life and my children’s lives a lot better.”

Keith Bolden on the job site 
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On March 18, 2011, the Expo Construction Authority Board of Directors 
approved two major milestones for the Expo Line project. The Funding 
Agreement and Design-Build contract approved by the Board clear the way 
for design and construction to begin on Phase 2 of the project, which 
extends the nearly complete light-rail line between downtown Los Angeles 
and Culver City to its terminus in Santa Monica. 

The $1.5 billion Phase 2 Funding Agreement between the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) and the Exposi-
tion Construction Authority (Expo Authority) provides the guidelines by 
which Metro will fund the project through Measure R half-cent sales tax 
revenue as well as state and local funds. 

The $541.7 million design-build contract was awarded to Skanska/Rados to 
design and build Phase 2 of the Expo Line. The Board of Directors approved 
incorporation of a Project Labor Agreement into the contract, which 
includes local hiring provisions.  Pre-construction work and utility relocation 
on Phase 2 is expected to begin later this year, with service to Santa Monica 
scheduled to start in 2015. 

Expo Line Phase 2 Update  
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Board of Directors Approves Funding Agreement and Design-Build Contract:

The Final Design Process for 
Expo Phase 2 is underway!

This week, Expo kicked-o� the design 
process for Phase 2 with community 
meetings in Santa Monica and West Los 
Angeles.  

The meetings were designed to intro-
duce the design-build contractor, 
provide an overview and timeline of the 
design proces, and allow the community 
an opportunity to dialogue with sta�.  

The meetings were very well attended 
with close to 400 stakeholders engaged 
in the process and providing input.

To view the Design Kick-O� presenta-
tion online, please click here.

How to Reach Us

Sign-up on our homepage to be added to the project 
database and receive notices via email.

Project Website:  www.BuildExpo.org

Social Media:

Project Hotline:  213-922-EXPO (3976)  

www.Facebook.com/ExpoLine

www.Twitter.com/ExpoLine
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http://www.buildexpo.org/pdf_uploads/comm_g7dq0u5x9e.pdf
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